BUILD A HORROR SCENE TOGETHER

Prompt: During a blackout, someone begins counting from the end of the hallway.

1. What do we know? (Exposition)
Details that the reader can know without ruining the suspense.
	



2. What should stay unknown? (Withholding information)
These are the questions that will make the reader want to keep reading to find out.
	



3. Start with the ordinary (Setting)
What’s the situation before anything frightening happens?
	



4. Add one disturbing detail (Inciting incident)
This is when the unknown first makes an appearance
	




KEEP BUILDING THE STORY
5. Raise the tension (Rising tension)
What happens that makes the situation more concerning?
	



6. Make things even worse (Rising action)
Things keep getting scarier, but do not give out too much information yet!
	



8. Action time (Climax)
The character must do something or else…
	




FINISH THE STORY
9. Revelation time (Revelation)
What will you let the reader finally discover? It’s ok not to reveal everything. Some things are scarier if left unsaid.
	



10. Choose the ending (Resolution)
Horror stories tend to leave the reader with a lingering sense of danger, uncertainty or fear. How can we make our reader leave feeling scared?
	



11. Final line (Closing image)
This line should make the reader think about the story after it’s finished.
	



